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Cue-Maker Discovery: Keith Josey of Josey Custom Cues

Sometimes, they say,
you can’'t seethe forest
for the trees or the nose
in front of your face.
So it was for me when
it came to Keith Josey.
Thowh | was around
Keith on severa occa
sions, It was a long
time before | under-
stood the tdent and
dedicaion d this fine
young cue buil der.

| first remember
Keith from Baker's
Billiards in Tampa,

Florida, where he was
leaning the art of cue
building from Wayne
Gunn, ore of the @un-
try’s premier builders.
Wayne, who studied

under the legendary
Rocky Tillis, im-
mediately  recognized

Keith's talent and was
more than happy to of-
fer his help and guid-
ance

Keith started ou in
Savannah, Georgia & a
cue repairman, simply
becaise there was no
one dse aoundto han-
dle repairs for loca
pod players. The per-
fectionist in Keith

eventually led him to
sek out Wayne, and,
as hiswork steadily im-
proved, hs enjoyment
and dedicaion grew
stronger. Keith aso
credits another great
cue maker - - Dale
Perry of DP Cues in
Jacksonwill e, florida --
with playing a major
role in helping him de-

velop hs «ill s.
Incidentally, | en-
dorse Daé€s cues,

which | first saw at the
BCA Trade Show in
Nashville some years
badk. While walking
through the aisles ex-
amining the es of
dozens of builders, |
picked up a DP and
haven’'t put it down
since Keth has, in-
dedl, learned from the
best.

My first actua con-
tad with a Josey Cue
came through Keith's
brother- in-law, John
Hill, who was then
playing in the Tampa
area. Unfortunately, the
first cue Keith bult for
John again escaped my
attention, as it was 40-

len before | ever got a
chance to examineit.

John heppened to be
hanging around with
my son when the re-
placenent cue arived,
and Small Goose was
crazy abou it. This
time, | was persuaded
to hit a few balls with
the aie After | had
tested the aie, | lad it
badk on the table and
started toward the
courter, when it sud-
denly hit me how good
the ae had felt. Only
then dd | redize
Keith’'s potential.

It wasn't long be-
fore my son cecided he
couldn't rest until he
owned a Josey Cue.
The ae shown here is
the result. This cueisa
true work of art and
hits and days as good
as any cue arourd.
Most impressve is the
fad that the we was
built exadly to the
specifications re-
quested. My son a-
dered the e without
impad rings on the
wood-to-wood  joint,
and Keth complied

withou question. Not only
were dl the measurements
predsely as ordered, the

weight and balance per-
fedly met our
expedations. In addition,

the unique ferrule, made
from a ae bal, provided
the exad hit Small Goose
had hoped for.

Keith crafts ead Josey
Cue by hand from start to
finish, with urcanny alen-
tion to detail. It makes no
difference if the order is for
a Sne&y Pete or an elabo-
rate $1,20 model, Keith
bulds every cue with the
same devotion to detail and
perfection. In this snse,
eadh cue he ddivers be-
comes an extension d him-
self.




At a recent cue show in Balti-
more, Keith recaved high praise
from his pees for his expertise in
cue bulding. This experience
coupled with hislove for the at of
cue onstruction, reinforced
Keith's dedicaion to becoming
one of the world's grea cue mak-
ers.

Keith's unique philosophy not
only includes great attention to the
desires of his customers, it de-
mands a onstant effort to buld
the best cue possble in any price
range. His willi ngness to discuss
every detail with the customer
goes beyond that of many other
cue builders, and kecause he never
wants a Josey Cue to be seen as
lessthan perfed, Keth stands be-
hind every cue he builds.

If you are interested in dscuss-
ing your cue nedds, or even if you
only want to ask a few questions,
Keth welcomes al inquries, and
will be happy to hea from you.
Y ou can write or
cdl him at the aldress or phore
number abowve.






